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RECOGNIZING WORLD 
ALZHEIMER’S MONTH 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my support for individuals 
and families affected by Alzheimer’s Disease. 

As we recognize September as World Alz-
heimer’s Month, I want to thank the many ad-
vocates, caregivers, and health professionals 
who provide support for those who suffer from 
Alzheimer’s Disease, and the medical re-
searchers who are working so hard to dis-
cover better treatments and cures. I especially 
want to recognize the work of the Alzheimer’s 
Association, including the Greater Illinois 
Chapter, that is working to reduce stigma and 
eliminate Alzheimer’s Disease. 

Alzheimer’s Disease is the sixth-leading 
cause of death in the United States, and it is 
the only cause of death among the top 10 that 
today cannot be prevented, cured, or even 
slowed. Every 68 seconds, an American de-
velops Alzheimer’s Disease. It is estimated 
that this year, 5.4 million Americans are living 
with Alzheimer’s Disease, including 210,000 
people aged 65 or older in Illinois. In addition 
to the physical and emotional toll of those af-
flicted with Alzheimer’s and their families, 
there are immense costs associated with car-
ing for those with Alzheimer’s. 

The Alzheimer’s Association not only makes 
critical investments into Alzheimer’s research 
but also provides support groups, education 
programs, and other resources to patients, 
caregivers, and families. More than 15 million 
Americans will provide unpaid care valued at 
$210 billion to individuals who suffer from Alz-
heimer’s and other dementias. As the co-chair 
of the House Democratic Caucus Seniors 
Task Force, I am committed to accelerating 
our efforts to help patients and caregivers. 

Today, September 21, is ‘‘Go Purple’’ day to 
highlight the need to end Alzheimer’s. I hope 
that we also remember today that Congress 
needs to act to help meet that goal, while also 
making sure that individuals living with Alz-
heimer’s and those who care for them receive 
the assistance they need and deserve. Last 
May, the first ever National Alzheimer’s Plan 
was released, laying out the needs and the 
opportunities before us—in public education, 
treatment, support services, and research. We 
need to adopt their positive recommendations, 
but we also need to make sure that we move 
forward, not backwards. 

We cannot make short-sighted cuts to med-
ical research, including the National Institutes 
of Health, that will delay the discovery of new 
treatments and cures. This year, it will cost 
$200 billion, including $140 billion from Medi-
care and Medicaid, to provide care for those 
living with Alzheimer’s and other dementias. 
This cost is estimated to soar to $1.1 trillion by 
2050. Cuts to Medicare and Medicaid would 
be devastating to Alzheimer’s patients and 
caregivers, and arbitrary cuts to Older Ameri-
cans Act programs will leave individuals and 
caregivers without the supports they need. 

I urge my colleagues and their staff to join 
me to recognize September as World Alz-
heimer’s Month and commit to developing and 
implementing strategies to address Alz-
heimer’s disease. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARTIN HEINRICH 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. Speaker, on September 
20, 2012, I unfortunately missed one vote, roll-
call No. 588. If I had been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 588. 

f 

HONORING THE MILITARY SERV-
ICE OF CHARLES ‘‘CHARLIE’’ MI-
CHAEL 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the long and distinguished career of 
Charles ‘‘Charlie’’ Michael. For over 40 years, 
Charlie has served as a soldier in the United 
States Army, as a contractor at the Depart-
ment of Defense, and as a civilian in the De-
partment of the Army. 

Charlie began his career in the United 
States Army as military policeman in 1968, 
serving in Okinawa, Vietnam, and Washington, 
DC. After separating from active duty in 1972, 
Charlie attended Lycoming College in Wil-
liamsport, PA, and earned a Bachelor’s De-
gree in psychology. Following graduation from 
Lycoming, Charlie began working as a Family 
Court Hearing and Enforcement Officer. Dur-
ing that time, he also enlisted in the Army Re-
serve. 

In 1981, Charlie entered the Army Active 
Guard Reserve Program as an executive offi-
cer, and held other posts throughout the 
1980s. In 1998, Charlie retired from the Army 
Budget Office as the Army Reserve Liaison at 
the rank of Major. 

After retiring from active duty, Charlie be-
came a contractor and supported the Army 
Reserve Operations Division until 2003. Later, 
he became Deputy Division Chief for the Pro-
gramming and Resource Division where he 
spearheaded significant improvements in read-
iness levels for Army units and individuals. 

I first met Charlie when he arrived in my of-
fice in 2009 as an Army Fellow. During his 
time with us, Charlie worked on legislation im-
portant to veterans like H.R. 4279, which 
would allow veterans to receive educational 
assistance on an accelerated basis if they met 
certain criteria. Charlie’s most important con-
tribution to this office, though, may well be the 
delicious Coca-Cola Cake that he loved to 
make and that we all loved to enjoy. 

As he retires from his long and distin-
guished career, I am certain that Charlie looks 
forward to moving to South Carolina with his 
wife Diane, and spending more time with his 
family including his son Brian, his daughter 
Christine, and his grandchildren Kaitlyn, Paige, 
and Samantha. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Charles ‘‘Charlie’’ Michael 
and his service to this country in so many dif-
ferent capacities. It was an honor to have him 
work in my office. His tireless commitment and 
dedication to public service and the Armed 
Forces will be missed, and I wish him the best 
of luck in his future endeavors. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, due to my at-
tendance at the funeral of a dear friend, I was 
unable to be present for votes in the House on 
Friday, September 21. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on the Markey 
Amendment No. 1, Waxman Amendment, 
Markey Amendment No. 5, Jackson Lee 
Amendment, Markey Amendment No. 10, and 
the DeFazio Amendment. I would have voted 
‘‘nay’’ on the Kelly Amendment, the McKinley 
Amendment, the Berg Amendment, and the 
Gosar Amendment. I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on the Democratic motion to recommit, and 
‘‘nay’’ on final passage of H.R. 3409. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF LAUREN HAYNES 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the achievements of Lauren 
Haynes, one of my constituents in Pennsylva-
nia’s 8th District. 

Thanks to Lauren’s tireless efforts in pur-
suing excellence in education, she has been 
awarded the James. R. Hoffa Memorial Schol-
arship on behalf of the International Brother-
hood of Teamsters. 

Offered to the families of union members, 
the James R. Hoffa Memorial Scholarship is a 
highly competitive program which rewards ap-
plicants who have demonstrated a commit-
ment to their education. 

Thomas Jefferson deeply valued a good 
education, once declaring that ‘‘above all 
things I hope the education of the people will 
be attended to; convinced that on their good 
sense we may rely with the most security for 
the preservation of a due degree of liberty.’’ 

Lauren has carried on this American tradi-
tion of academic excellence, and I wish her 
the best of luck as she continues her work at 
Drexel University this Fall. 

f 

DISAPPROVING RULE RELATING 
TO WAIVER AND EXPENDITURE 
AUTHORITY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE 
FOR NEEDY FAMILIES PROGRAM 

SPEECH OF 

HON. WALLY HERGER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 20, 2012 

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of H.J. Res. 118 because I believe Congress 
must act to preserve a principle that has 
helped lift millions of American families out of 
poverty. The principle is simple: Able-bodied 
welfare recipients should engage in work. And 
we know for a fact, based on the success of 
welfare reform, that this principle works. More 
than sixteen years of strong work require-
ments have demonstrated that a job and a 
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paycheck—not a government check—is the 
best escape from the clutches of poverty and 
the best hope of building a better life. 

Unfortunately, the Obama Administration 
has announced its intention to allow states to 
opt out of these requirements. I believe Con-
gress must emphatically reject this plan. We 
must refuse to go down a path that leads us 
back to a sad and painful time in our history 
where millions of American families were 
trapped in a cycle of poverty and dependency. 
This is the stark choice we have before us 
today. 

The Administration’s plan is egregious on 
process as well as substance. By blatantly 
going beyond their statutory authority, the Ad-
ministration’s action fits into a growing and 
disturbing pattern of this President dis-
regarding the law and acting unilaterally to 
override laws duly enacted by Congress. We 
cannot stand by and allow the executive 
branch to trample on the Constitutional author-
ity of this body, which has the sole power to 
legislate. 

Given these concerns, I urge my colleagues 
to support this resolution of disapproval and 
reject the Administration’s misguided attempt 
to undermine the hope of prosperity for mil-
lions of American families eager to support 
themselves economically. Mr. Speaker, let us 
reaffirm the principle that, far more effectively 
than any government program, work places 
the American people on the path to self-suffi-
ciency and prosperity. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I inadvertently 
vote ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote No. 114 (to prohibit 
the use of funds for the salaries and expenses 
of personnel of the Department of Agriculture 
to provide benefits described in section 
1001D(b)(1)(C) of the Food Security Act of 
1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308–3a(b)(1)(C)) to a person 
or legal entity in excess of $250,000) when I 
meant to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

I would like to correct for the record that I 
wanted to vote ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 114. 

f 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 
R.I.C.E. ACT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the Reducing food-based Inorganic 
and Organic Compounds Exposure Act, or the 
R.I.C.E. Act. This bill, which I am proud to in-
troduce with my colleagues Congressman 
PALLONE of New Jersey and Congresswoman 
LOWEY of New York, seeks to require the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to set 
maximum allowable levels of arsenic in foods 
that contain rice. 

Last year, a Consumer Reports test found 
concerning levels of arsenic in some juices. 
Based on that report, I was glad to support 
Congressman PALLONE’s legislation that would 

require the FDA to set a maximum allowable 
level of arsenic and lead in fruit juices. I look 
forward to our continued work on this issue to 
protect the public health, which is why we 
have again partnered on this issue with this 
legislation. And I am glad to be working with 
Congresswoman LOWEY, a champion of chil-
dren’s health. 

Recently, Consumer Reports completed an-
other test on arsenic in our food supply, this 
time focusing on rice and rice products. That 
report found concerning levels of inorganic ar-
senic in some rice samples—including infant 
rice cereals and beverages. For example, an 
adult consuming a single serving of some rice 
products had the possibility of getting nearly 
one and a half times the amount of inorganic 
arsenic that they would consume from an en-
tire day’s intake of water. The report also 
noted that individuals who consume rice have 
higher arsenic levels than those that did not 
consume rice. 

Another report published in Environmental 
Health Perspectives earlier this year identified 
high levels of inorganic arsenic in products 
containing organic brown rice syrup. The pub-
lished study noted that the sampled products 
‘‘may introduce significant concentrations of 
[inorganic arsenic] to an individual’s diet.’’ 
And, The Proceedings of the National Acad-
emy of Sciences published an article in De-
cember 2011 entitled ‘‘Rice consumption con-
tributes to arsenic exposure in US women’’ 
that highlighted the association between rice 
consumption and a biomarker of arsenic expo-
sure in women. 

Clearly, it is imperative that the FDA act and 
set standards for acceptable levels of arsenic 
and other dangerous heavy metals in food 
products. This bill requires them to set such a 
level for arsenic in rice and foods containing 
rice. I intend to continue to work on this issue, 
and I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

CONSUMERS UNION, 
September 20, 2012. 

Congresswoman ROSA DELAURO, 
Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN DELAURO: Con-
sumers Union, the policy and advocacy arm 
of Consumer Reports, applauds your intro-
duction of legislation to require the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to set 
standards to help lower the levels of arsenic 
in rice and rice products. 

As you know, yesterday Consumer Reports 
and the FDA each released important data 
showing troubling levels of arsenic in rice, 
which is a major food staple for millions of 
Americans. Inorganic arsenic—which both 
studies found in the various rice products ex-
amined—has been linked to bladder, lung and 
other cancers. The consumption of arsenic- 
containing rice is especially worrisome for 
infants and young children because of the 
negative impact arsenic may have on the de-
veloping brain. 

Rice is not the only food that contains 
worrisome levels of arsenic. Indeed, in a pre-
vious report released earlier this year, Con-
sumer Reports found troubling levels of ar-
senic in apple and other juices. Yesterday’s 
findings underscore the health risks of ar-
senic, particularly inorganic arsenic, and 
how rice is a particularly important source 
of arsenic exposure for Americans. That’s be-
cause rice is a crop that is very effective in 
absorbing arsenic, in part because of the way 
it is grown in water-flooded conditions and 
also because it is often grown in areas where 
arsenical pesticides were once used. 

Consumer Reports tested over 200 samples 
of rice and rice products for arsenic, and we 

found significant levels of arsenic across all 
product categories, everything from organic 
rice to rice cereal, brown rice, white rice, 
and rice cakes. FDA tests found similar lev-
els in its examination of more than 200 sam-
ples of rice products. FDA Commissioner 
Hamburg announced her agency would con-
tinue to collect and analyze 1,000 more sam-
ples by year’s end to make a thorough as-
sessment and plan next steps. 

We welcome and appreciate the FDA’s ef-
forts to prioritize its examination of arsenic 
in rice. We also believe that a federal stand-
ard limiting arsenic in rice and rice products 
is the best way to minimize consumers’ expo-
sure to unsafe levels of arsenic. 

Thank you for your leadership on this crit-
ical safety issue. We look forward to working 
with you and other members of Congress to 
help reduce arsenic levels in food. 

Sincerely, 
ELLEN BLOOM, 

Senior Director, Fed-
eral Policy and 
Washington Office. 

AMI V. GADHIA, 
Senior Policy Counsel. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE BOCHASANWASI 
SHREE AKSHAR PURUSHOTTAM 
MANDIR HOSTING SADGURU 
SANT PUJYA KOTHARI SWAMI 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Bochasanwasi Shree Akshar 
Purushottam Mandir in my home of Levittown, 
Pennsylvania for hosting Sadguru Sant Pujya 
Kothari Swami later this month for a spiritual 
evening event during his visit to the United 
States. 

Pujya Kothari Swami, one of the seven most 
senior sadhus of BAPS, will be visiting the 
United States to perform the Opening Cere-
mony of the Satsang Activity Center in neigh-
boring New Jersey. The work done by Pujya 
Kothari Swami in his missionary work across 
the country and around the globe is deeply re-
spected and praised by the entire 
Swaminarayan community. 

It is truly an honor for Bucks County to host 
this important spiritual figure in the 
Swaminarayan faith. 

As my constituents gather together for a 
night of spiritual enlightenment and commu-
nity, I join them in welcoming Pujya Kothari 
Swami and wish him all the best during his 
time in historic Bucks County, Pennsylvania. 

f 

THE EPITOME OF CHARITY— 
REGINA ROGERS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in this day 
and age when most people think of things in 
terms of me and mine, there are still a few 
rare individuals who put others first. Regina 
Rogers is one of those rare individuals. At an 
early age, a very important question was 
engrained into Ms. Rogers’ memory, and that 
question has been the motivation for much of 
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